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Court rules in favor of Greece in Wal-Mart case
By Colleen M. Farrell, staff writer

Greece, N.Y. - A Monroe County judge has thrown out a local citizens group's lawsuit against the town of Greece over its approval of Wal-Mart at Northgate Plaza.

Residents Against Wal-Mart, or RAW, sued the town's Planning and Zoning boards, Widewaters Group (which manages the plaza) and Wal-Mart after the boards' joint approval of the store last year. 

The group maintains that the town did an incomplete review of the potential effects the store, and the redevelopment of the aging plaza, could bring. Residents against the plan say they're concerned about traffic, noise and environmental effects.

But Judge John J. Ark ruled that the boards acted with "due diligence" and the court can not "overrule the thoughtful decision making of the boards," he wrote in his decision.

"RAW is still free, however, to negotiate desired cosmetic and other modifications with Wal-Mart management, who have expressed a sincere and ongoing desire to work with the Northgate community on finalization of the redevelopment plans," Ark wrote.

But Ark's decision doesn't mean RAW is done, said spokesman Donn Rice of Greece.

"We are still in this for the long hall because we do sincerely believe that a "big-box" store Wal-mart is not the proper thing for the shopping center nor for the neighborhood," he said.

RAW is expected to meet in the next week or so to discuss its options, including appealing the decision, Rice said.

The Northgate project calls for a 146,000 square feet general merchandise, garden center and grocery store and a new, free-standing McDonald's restaurant and drive-through and two free-standing retail buildings.

Wal-Mart is also proposing to build a supercenter on West Ridge Road, down the road from its current store. 

