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Bid to halt Wal-Mart fizzles

Meaghan M. McDermott • Staff writer 

GREECE — A neighborhood group opposed to a Wal-Mart superstore on Dewey Avenue has lost a court bid to halt the project.

Residents Against Wal-Mart filed suit in state Supreme Court in October, seeking to halt the project and taking to task the town's Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals for approving the plan. The suit argued that the project wasn't adequately scrutinized.

In a decision released late Monday, State Supreme Court Justice John J. Ark dismissed the lawsuit.

The court, "having examined the substantial record of public hearings, traffic and environmental studies and inquiries, cross-jurisdictional cooperation and substantive deliberation, is convinced that the Boards acted with due diligence," he wrote.

Gary Tajkowski, Greece's director of development services, said the town is pleased that the court "confirmed our belief our boards acted properly within the law, and the process was open and thorough and fair."

Donn Rice of Oakbriar Drive, president of Residents Against Wal-Mart, said he was disappointed in the decision and that the group still believes the project wasn't properly vetted. He said the group has concerns about increased traffic, the project's environmental impact and how a big-box store would change the character of the neighborhood.

"Our executive board is meeting soon and we will discuss what options we have, including an appeal," said Rice. He said the group has just fewer than 200 members.

Wal-Mart's plans call for a 146,000-square-foot superstore and a 4,000-square-foot McDonald's restaurant at the beleaguered Northgate Plaza. To make way for the project, a portion of the existing 1953 plaza would be torn down and the remaining sections would be renovated for new retail by property owners Widewaters Group.

The plaza was once a bustling retail center with department stores such as J.C. Penney, McCurdy's and Woolworth's. But the shopping center has been largely vacant for years and is currently occupied by a few small businesses and restaurants and a Big Lots store.

